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Blair Drummond Grapevine gratefully acknowledges United Auctions generosity in printing 
this and previous editions of this newsletter. 

  

Blair Drummond Safari Park 

 

 

                                      
 

Ice lolly time for the lemur and the meercats 
 

Celebrating summer 

Temperatures soared at Blair Drummond Safari Park in June and July, 
and it's not just visitors who enjoyed the sunshine! 
Safari Park animals were treated to some tasty fruit ice lollies to help 
them cool down.  
Baby monkey 
A baby macaque born at Blair Drummond Safari Park at the start of June 
has been exploring his reserve much to the delight of visitors.   
The baby, named Calvay after an island in the Outer Hebrides, is one of 
29 Barbary macaques at Blair Drummond.  He is remaining close to his 
mother, and has free access to a large indoor enclosure and an outside 
reserve.   
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The Barbary macaques at Blair 
Drummond were a semi-wild 
population living in Gibraltar.  They 
were moved to the Safari Park 
after their expanding population had 
begun to cause problems for local 
residents. 
Blair Drummond's Macaque Drive-
Thru opened in 2015 and was 
famously used as the backdrop for 
Peter Kay’s Safari Park car share  
episode.   

                     Calvay with his mum 
It is the only experience of its kind in Scotland and allows visitors to drive 
their car through the five-acre Barbary macaque reserve and get up close 
to these inquisitive animals. 
Marketing Manager Liz Gunn commented:    
“We’ve had a great start to the summer with many locals choosing to 
make the most of the perfect weather with a summer day trip to the Safari 
Park.” 
Annual memberships can still be purchased for the Safari Park.  These 
are valid for 12 months and cost just £45 for children and £55 for adults.  
 
Liz Gunn, Marketing Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLAIR DRUMMOND ESTATE 
             Hardwood Logs           £190/ load 
             Hardwood Logs           £95/ half load 
             Hardwood Limbs         £100/load 
             Softwood Logs            £140/ load 
             Softwood Logs            £70 half load 
             Softwood Limbs          £80/load 
             Small bags                   £6 for hardwood 
             Small bags                   £5 for softwood 

Contact: Michael McKinstry 

Tel: 01786 841728     Mob: 07955 124057 
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Local Hero 
 

Celebrity came to Flanders Moss on 15 July, in the form of Chris 
Packham.  The TV presenter and naturalist, probably  best known for the 
BBC Springwatch and Autumnwatch programmes, spent the morning at 
the National Nature Reserve (NNR), as part of his intense ten day Bioblitz 
Campaign. 
 

 
 

Chris Packham with Chris Cathrine, Director of Caledonian Conservation 

 
By visiting 50 wildlife sites in Scotland, Northern Ireland, England and 
Wales, Chris and his team's intention is to highlight the extent to which 
the nation's wildlife species are under threat – and to raise some money 
to help NNRs along the way. 
Flanders Moss was just one of five planned site visits for the day and the 
time passed in a whirlwind of activity! Unusually, the site guides for the 
day were three excited Primary five pupils from Thornhill Primary School 
– Shona, Niamh and Deia, accompanied by Reserve Manager, David 
Pickett.  Chris got to see first-hand an adder hibernaculum that the girls 
had helped to build while volunteering with their school.  Experts from 
local ecological consultancy, Caledonian Conservation, were also on 
hand to impress Chris with some rare and, in his case, never before seen 
wildlife species. Some, like the jauntily named Bog Sun Jumper spider, 
which is only known in seven sites across the UK, put in a special 
appearance for the occasion.  Chris Cathrine, Director of Caledonian 
Conservation and an expert on spider species, who managed to catch 
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this elusive spider said, ' It was a real scoop to be able to find and show 
this rare spider to Chris, who had never seen one in the flesh and had 
only that week been talking about it on the Chris Evans 'Breakfast Show' 
on BBC R2' 
Bryologist, Julie Smith, also managed to impress Chris with a fact that 
was unknown to him, namely, Britain is home to almost 65% of European 
bryophytes (mosses and liverworts).  After being interviewed by him she 
said, 'He was a really humble guy.  So easy to talk to and really 
passionate about this campaign and what it could achieve'. 
All too soon, Chris was being shepherded off by his minders to get to the 
next site on their busy itinerary.  It had been a very special few hours for 
all those who had the opportunity to take part in the filming of this event 
and contribute to the work being done by one of our treasured wildlife 
warriors -  who was for the day – a truly Local Hero! 
You can read more and donate to Chris Packham's UK Bioblitz, by visiting 
www.chrispackham.co.uk 
 
Joanne O'Hara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

HANDYMAIN 

 General household repairs 

 Garden maintenance 

 Decorating 

 Flat pack furniture building  
 

No job too small 
Contact: Clinton Main 

Tel: 01786 842927 

Mob: 07909967819 

Email: Clinton.main@btinternet.com 
                  

http://www.chrispackham.co.uk/


 

 

5 

 

Blair Drummond Blethers 
 

 
Our 5th Birthday cake 

 
We had good fun for our 5

th
 Birthday Party in May. Apart from our usual 

soup and sandwiches lunch, everyone, after singing Happy Birthday, 
enjoyed a piece of the lovely birthday cake (made by Louisa), and the 
individual boxes of chocolates.  All were challenged by the Quiz and 
giggled their way through Pass the Parcel, whilst singing along to the 60s 
and 70s music! 
Some members of the Blethers, over a number of weeks, went along to 
our local Primary School to assist with/participate in the intergenerational 
Reading Challenge and have thoroughly enjoyed the experience (Please 
do read the school article on the huge success achieved by the children, 
assisted by the Blethers members). 
In June we said our goodbyes to Fiona and Rev Andy Campbell, who 
have been stalwart volunteers at the Blethers, and we wish them a long, 
happy and healthy retirement! 
July was a Games/Mystery Afternoon, which included dominoes, Word 
Searches, a Quiz, cards and perhaps best of all (for the ladies), were the 
hand massages and nail care provided by Carolynn Key from Doune.  
This was such a success, we will certainly be inviting her back in the 
future! 
Come and join us at our monthly get together, you will be very welcome. 
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Blair Drummond Community Hall Committee 
 

The Community Hall Association AGM was held on 15
th

 May. Our Chair - 
Janette Gilliland stepped down after 3 years in the post but will continue 
as a Committee member.  We are grateful to her for her unstinting hard 
work.  Our thanks also go to Rev Andy Campbell for his reliable support 
during the 7 years of his tenure at Kincardine in Menteith church and we 
wish him and Fiona many years of well-earned retirement. 
 
Your Community Hall needs YOU. 
We are fortunate in our community to have a well-appointed community 
hall that serves the needs of a large part of the community and their 
various groups, for example - 
Blair Drummond Blethers, the over 50's lunch group, meets on the last 
Monday of every month from 12 – 2, providing a meeting point for friends 
old and new. 
The hall provides the venue for the Youth Club's weekly meetings from 
autumn to spring. 
The pupils of Kincardine in Menteith primary school use the hall regularly 
for gym sessions. 
Having a well-appointed hall facilitates relationships, which benefit young 
and old alike, but the hall does not run itself, which is where you come in. 
The number of Committee members is shrinking and we desperately 
need new members to join us.  Being a Committee member does not take 
as much time and effort as you might think and, as the old saying goes, 
many hands make light work. 
We meet roughly 6 times a year, holding our AGM in May, when office 
bearers are appointed.  Meetings usually last just over an hour and cover 
such matters as hall repairs and refurbishment; and suggestions and 
arrangements for community events, such as the annual BBQ held in 
June each year. 
I'm sure there is much more our hall could be used for, particularly for the 
younger age groups, so if you have any suggestions, bring them along 
and let's make it happen. 
Our next Committee meeting will take place in the hall on Tuesday 11

th
 

September, at 7.30 prompt.  Why not come along and see for 
yourself.....the more the merrier! 
 
Kate Ingle, Chair   
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Andy & Fiona’s retirement party 
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Blair Drummond Youth Club 
 

The Youth Club meets every Tuesday, between October and Easter, from 
7 to 9pm, in the hall and is open to anyone aged 10 and over. The Club is 
a great way for youngsters to catch up with friends in a relaxed 
environment, while taking part in group activities.  Sometimes visiting 
guests come along to teach new skills, or there are trips and outings 
organised. 
Last season the membership was low but the members still managed to 
have plenty of fun.  Janey was volunteering for her Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh award, so she kept everyone busy with her fun activities and 
inventive new games. 
A Christmas night out was enjoyed at Briarlands Farm, where members 
showed off their artistic side, producing a piece of painted ceramics to 
take home, followed by tasty pizza, which always goes down well!   
As an end of season treat the members had an outing to the Escape 
Rooms in Stirling.  They were split into 2 groups of 6 and then locked in a 
room full of padlocks and clues to the combinations for the locks.  The 
idea is to escape from the room within an hour. It turned out to be harder 
than it sounds and only one of the groups managed out in time.  The 
second group are still trying to figure their way out!.....only joking...the 
staff unlocked the room and released them.  This was a fun and different 
way to end the season and a tasty ice-cream finished the evening off 
perfectly. 
The 2018-2019 season will see the arrival of a new volunteer leader as 
Mary Inglis will be stepping down after 5 years and Karen Baillie will be 
taking up the role, alongside Lorna Fotheringham.  Youth Club 
membership is £10 per year, with a £1 charge per night.  The tuck shop is 
reasonably priced. 
If you would like more information about the Youth Club, please contact 
Lorna on 07851364227, or Karen on 07540301272. 

 
Can you take your next edition of The Grapevine by Email? 

The paper copies of The Grapevine are delivered by a small group of 
volunteers. We understand that not everyone has access to a computer 
so we are very happy to hand deliver a paper copy to them. However if 
you could receive your copy by email please help us by sending us your 
contact details and a note of your address (so we know where to stop 
delivering a paper copy to). See back page for details. Thank you. 
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Briarlands 
 

We are having a great time at Briarlands this summer, with lots of visitors 
enjoying the football golf course, jumping pillows and go-karts. 
There's new fun, with the addition to our activity fort of slides and a 
scramble – test your climbing ability, then whiz down the new slides! 
Come along and have some great 'Family Fun in the Fresh Air', we'd love 
to see you!   

 

Briarlands new slide 

Weather News 
 

We hope you are enjoying this long overdue SUMMER, the likes of which 
we have not seen since 1975 and 1984!  Hours of warm sunshine has led 
to us all living in shorts and tee shirts, and there is a regular smell of 
BBQs. 
It might come as a surprise when we tell you that there was average 
rainfall recorded in June, caused mainly by the downpour on the 15/16

th
 

and the thunderstorm the weekend before that. July on the other hand 
was dry, yet to be confirmed as the driest ever recorded but well below 
half. 
For us farmers it has been easy!  Westwood Lane was finished hay in 
June (this has never happened in our lifetime!) and we had an average 
yield of 15 bales to the acre. The winter barley is done and is a great 
crop, with lots of straw.  Everything is now moving off farms, as some 
farmers, particularly in the East, are already having to use winter feeding. 
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Another huge first for us was a July holiday, typical now that all the kids 
have left school (for years we have been taking them out of school in 
early June)!  Now, like many, we are gearing up for what we thought 
would be a late harvest due to the crops having been sown late and the 
cold Spring.  But now it will be possibly 3 weeks early, we will have to see 
how the rapid growth and dry conditions affect yields.  With the increase 
in farm machinery on the roads in coming months, please be a patient 
driver and don't take risks. 
Finally, I wonder if we should think of ways to use our excess fruit, I don't 
think I will be alone with a bumper crop of apples, plums and pears come 
September! 
 
Katie Brisbane 
 

Exciting history project! 

Local history book ‘Thornhill and It’s Environs: a 
social history’ was first published in 1996 but is 
now out of print. You may have an old copy! 
It was written by then Thornhill resident and 
historian Stuart McCulloch to help celebrate the 
tercentenary of the village. It proved to be a 
popular volume, so a second edition is being 
published by Thornhill Community Trust’s 
‘Thornhill Views’ newsletter team. 
This is not a simple re-print however and the 
author says “The second edition will contain 
significant new material and will be a better read 
all round I think. “ 

     Original edition copy 

The first draft of the new book is done and fresh photos are being taken 
to provide contemporary images of the area. There are many references 
to Blair Drummond in the book and so this second edition should also be 
of interest to people living there. 
This has been a very interesting and exciting project with a lot of local 
support. All being well, the book will be launched at a Social Evening on 
Saturday 10

th
 November at 7.30pm in Thornhill Community Hall. Please 

join the company to hear Stuart’s talk about the history of Thornhill and 
environs and he’ll try to answer any questions you may have. 
Joyce Firth 
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Quiet Time for Blair Drummond Curling Club? 
 

This is normally the time when curling is on hold for the summer. But I 
held my big?? Birthday party on Saturday 28 July in Gargunnock 
Community Centre, when a few of the BDCC membership helped me 
celebrate in style! Despite the afternoon gales and the evening's 
incessant rain, it was a night to remember! 
 

 
Anne celebrating in style with her Curling Club friends 

I would like to welcome Mike Onslow of Chalmerston Farm House, who 
has just moved into Blair Drummond and has joined BDCC.  We are a fun 
Club, with various Club and inter-Club competitions sprinkled throughout 
the season, which runs from late September to March. 
If you would like to have a go at curling, we will be having a 'Try Curling' 
session, possibly in September, at The Peak, Stirling.  Anyone interested 
in joining BDCC, please contact myself on 07977441108, or the Club 
Secretary Steve Walker on 07971616135. 
 
Anne Christie, Chair, Blair Drummond Curling Club 

 

Red Kite Community Nursery in Doune will be 

offering fully funded sessions of 6 hours per day 

(9am – 3pm), Monday to Friday, term time from 

August 2018. Any child living in the McLaren 

catchment is welcome to apply for a place from their 

3
rd

 birthday until they go to school. For further 

information please telephone 01786 841752 or email 

enquiries@redkitecommunitynursery.org.uk 
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Blair Drummond Hall Diary Dates 
 

Weekly Classes  
Wednesday:                        Ballroom Dancing – 7pm – 9.30pm 
 

Events 
Tuesday 14

th
 August:       Thornhill & Blair Drummond Community    

                                             Council meeting 7.30pm                                            
Monday 30

th
 August:        Blair Drummond Blethers. 12-2pm.  

                                           Chat afternoon 
Tuesday 11

th
 September:  Blair Drummond Community Hall Committee  

                                             Meeting. 7.30pm. All welcome                                           
Monday 24

th
 September:  Blair Drummond Blethers. 12-2pm. 

                                           Bulb planting. (Bring your own container) 
Friday 5

th
 October:             Beetle Drive. 7pm. Entry £1. Raffle 50p/strip 

                                           All ages welcome. Children must be  
                                           Accompanied.          
Tuesday 23rd October:     Youth Club restarts(see article on Page 8)                                            
Monday 29

th
 October:       Blair Drummond Blethers. 12-2pm. 

                                           Bring a Pal Lunch with music from The      
                                           Mondalays. 
Saturday 3

rd
 November:   Gin Tasting evening. 7pm. For further  

                                           information contact any committee member 
Friday 30

th
 November:      Blair Drummond Christmas Fayre. 7pm 

 
Anyone wishing to hire the Hall please contact the Booking Secretary. 
As always, the Hall is regularly used for meetings, kids parties, ceilidhs, 
and wedding receptions, to name but a few.  For more information visit 
our website: www.blairdrummondhall.co.uk or contact Louise (Booking 
Secretary) on 01786 841352 or info@blairdrummondhall.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillors for our area 
Martin Earl        

Tel: 01786 233114 / 07881 310922 
earlm@stirling.gov.uk 
Jeremy McDonald 
Tel: 01786 233113  

mcdonaldj@stirling.gov.uk 
Evelyn Tweed 

Tel: 01786 233121 
tweede@stirling.gov.uk 

 

http://www.blairdrummondhall.co.uk/
mailto:info@blairdrummondhall.co.uk
mailto:earlm@stirling.gov.uk
mailto:woodf@stirling.gov.uk
mailto:tweede@stirling.gov.uk
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Blair Drummond Smiddy 

Aren’t we having the most fabulous weather?!  Long may it last, although 
I don’t know if all the farmers would agree with me because they will have 
a lot of extra irrigation to do! 

 
As a result of the sunny weather, 
The Smiddy Café has invested in 
some big parasols for our outside 
seated area.  The shade has 
been much appreciated by 
customers and canine visitors.  
Jamie has planted some lovely, 
bright summer flowers to enhance 
the area too.  Other Café news is 
that Carole has joined the team 
as Café manager.  She comes 
with a wealth of hospitality 
experience and we are all looking forward to working with her. 
The Butchery department has seen some changes since the last 
newsletter.  Stewart, our manager, has left for even sunnier climes.  He 
was offered a fantastic job opportunity in Bahrain and he and his family 
went off there in July.  Luckily, we have Colin to take up the reins and 
Robbie as second in command. Euan is still there and Fraser who used to 
be in the café has now joined the butchery team. 
Our other big news is that Daisy, the Captain of The Smiddy ship, will be 
returning from maternity leave on 2

nd
 August.  We are all looking forward 

to having her back. 
 
The great weather is also helping the 
shop is to do well, with all our summer 
berries and cream.  To keep you cool, 
we have ice lollies at the front counter 
and also ice cream cones served from 
the Café.  There are also some 
delicious new products and gift ideas in 
the shop. 

Have a great summer from all of us at The Smiddy! 
 
Linda 
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Doune Health Centre 
 

New Evening Clinic  
Dr Julie Reid will be running an evening surgery on Wednesdays, to allow 
commuters to attend the surgery for routine matters. The evening surgery 
will start from 6pm and appointments will be pre-bookable in the same 
way as other appointments are.  
Please note that there will be no blood collection service available, as it is 
after hours. Other services such as coil, implants and smears will be 
available but make sure this is requested at the time of making the 
appointment so that appropriate time allocation can be given. 
  
Trainee GP news  
Dr Rosalind Holland will be starting as a GP trainee in the clinic as from 
August. Dr Holland previously worked with us during the earlier part of her 
training a few years ago.  
  
Telephone consultations 
Following review, we have recently made some changes to the way 
patients call in to speak to the doctors.  
Previously, patients would call in at certain times and wait to be put 
through to a GP, to discuss their issues. However, we feel that this system 
can often cause long waits for patients on the call, cause delays for other 
patients trying to get through and being unable to, and is often chaotic for 
the GPs trying to deal with several phones simultaneously.  
Now, when a patient calls in wishing to speak to a GP, the receptionist will 
take their details and pass it on to the GPs and one of us will call the 
patient back. If you wish to speak to a particular GP then just let the 
receptionist know. The receptionist may also ask you what it is 
concerning; this is not the receptionist being nosy! It allows the GP to 
have a quick look at the notes and perhaps even pass the message on to 
the most appropriate GP to deal with the problem. Sometimes the GP 
may not be able to call back immediately but we will always attempt to 
call back every message before the end of the day. 
As it is a new system, we expect some teething problems so if patients 
have any feedback on how this is working, and ways to improve it, then 
we will be happy to hear your thoughts and suggestions. 
 
Linda Keay, Practice Nurse 
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Kincardine in Menteith Primary School 

The First Minister's Reading Challenge 2018. 
Pupils from Kincardine in Menteith Primary School and Thornhill Primary 
School were given the award for School and Community Partnership 
Reading Journey - Local Authority category - by First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon, at a ceremony in Edinburgh recently, celebrating the second 
year of the challenge. 
The Reading Challenge was launched in 2016 for Primaries 4 to 7 and 
following the success of the first year was expanded to include all Primary 
age pupils. 
Scottish Book Trust, the national charity changing lives through reading 
and writing, delivered the exciting reading initiative on behalf of the 
Scottish Government and every school in Scotland was invited to take 
part. 

 
The award winning teams from Kincardine In Menteith & Thornhill Primaries 

 
This year almost 1000 schools, from 29 local authorities, registered for 
the challenge, with Kincardine in Menteith Primary School and Thornhill 
Primary School receiving top marks, in recognition of the positive results 
of their collaboration to build a reading culture across their rural 
locations.  
Both schools developed a successful partnership with their local library 
bus and engaged their local community through intergenerational reading 
and family events. 
Stirling Council’s Chief Education Officer, Kevin Kelman, said: “There is a 
great sense of pride for everyone at Stirling Council to be recognised in 
these Awards yet again. 
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We are committed to encouraging and facilitating reading for our children 
in and out of school and the work done by both Kincardine in Menteith 
and Thornhill to spread this ethos throughout the entire community is to 
be commended.” 
Reading has the power to transform lives, and developing a love of 
reading in childhood can have a huge impact on educational attainment 
and future well-being. 
The First Minister’s Reading Challenge encourages children to read for 
pleasure and develop a life-long love of books. The awards recognise the 
efforts of schools and pupils to support reading for enjoyment and create 
a reading culture in their school, home or community.  
A total of 17 prizes were awarded at the celebration event for the First 
Minister’s Reading Challenge which took place at the Hub in Edinburgh 
on Wednesday (20 June). 
The challenge also created an opportunity for every participating child's 
personal achievements to be recognised by their teachers and librarians 
with personal certificates and other resources. 
The First Minister said: “I’d like to congratulate all the schools who have 
taken part in this year’s challenge. They’ve all worked really hard over the 
past year and demonstrated great enthusiasm for reading. 
Raising attainment is at the heart of the Scottish Government’s work. That 
is why I launched the First Minister’s Reading Challenge – to encourage 
reading for pleasure from an early age which in turn, helps improve 
children’s literacy.  
I look forward to the next year of the Challenge which will see even more 
people able to take part from secondary schools, libraries and community 
groups.” 
Stirling Council’s Children and Young People committee convenor, 
Councillor Susan McGill, said: “This is a great boost for Stirling’s 
education service and speaks to the level of work carried out by these 
schools in their local communities. 
The Reading Challenge is a fantastic initiative that encourages learning 
through reading. It is such an important tool for the development of our 
young people and it is great to see our schools and their wider 
communities embrace this idea.” 
Marc Lambert, CEO of Scottish Book Trust, said: “Reading for pleasure 
boosts children’s creativity, mental well-being and performance at school 
and beyond, and is one of the most important things we can instil in 
children. These awards recognise some amazing work from schools and 
pupils who have shown a real commitment to building and sustaining a 
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reading culture.” 
Following the success of the second year and the expansion to include 
lower primary, the First Minister's Reading Challenge is being extended 
further and at the beginning of the new term the Challenge will be open to 
secondary schools, libraries and community groups. 
 

 

Blair Drummond Christmas Fayre 
 

This year’s Christmas Fayre will be held in the hall on Friday 30
th

 
November, from 7pm till 9pm.  
The proceeds from this year’s raffle will be donated to a charity. 
Many regular stallholders will be returning but we are also hoping to add 
some new stalls this year, so if you or anyone you know might like to take 
a stall please contact me. 
For further information contact Catherine on - Tel: 01786 860246 or 
Email: grasslands@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Holiday Drama 

All packed ready to go home, my husband Nigel commented on the lovely 
weather we had had in our two weeks holiday, on the beautiful island of 
Madeira.  Making the most of the sunshine, we relaxed on the balcony 
enjoying a light lunch. 
Fast forward two hours later on arrival at Funchal Airport and it was a 
completely different feeling we experienced. 
As we arrived at the airport, Nigel saw other passengers sitting on the 
pavement, luggage and backpacks dumped beside them. He gave a huge 
sigh and said 'we have a big problem ahead, Jean.' 
Inside the airport, it was utter chaos.  We learned that there were no 
flights operating at all. From previous experience, we know that Funchal 
Airport is prone to cross winds.  The Portuguese pilots are confident 
enough to try to land or take off. Other pilots are not so sure, so they may 
try to land and fail or more often, make the decision to land at another 
nearby island.   
We waited for a long time before being finally advised that overnight 
accommodation would be provided for us by our tour operators.  The 
hotel was very comfortable and we found ourselves unpacking 
temporarily and thankful we had some spare clean clothes for another 
day. 

mailto:grasslands@hotmail.co.uk
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The following morning having enjoyed a leisurely breakfast, we were 
bonding closely with the other passengers who were in the same boat (or 
plane in this case, hopefully!). We became a group of twelve limpets, 
sharing information as it became available from the reception staff about 
our intended return journey home. 
Fiona was with her ninety-year-old mother who had mild dementia. 
Fiona’s mum also had walking difficulties and would need wheelchair 
assistance at the airport. Fiona was a bubbly blonde in her fifties with a 
kind and caring manner towards her 'mummy'. She was immaculately 
dressed at all times, even under the stressful conditions we were yet to 
encounter. 
A younger couple were the life and soul of the party. Sonia had the 
loudest voice and laugh you could imagine. Her husband had run out of 
clothes and was contemplating buying new shirts. Two policemen married 
to each other were hilarious.  George and David had us in stitches with 
their dry sense of humour. Two other elderly couples completed the 
group. One lady had hearing difficulties which proved difficult. All 
information had to be relayed to her in a very loud voice, disturbing other 
hotel residents no doubt. 
I was fairly relaxed around mid-morning, having just had a session on the 
hotel computer catching up with my on-line Scrabble partners. To relax 
even more, I had an appointment for Reflexology, which I was really 
looking forward to. As I was removing my sandals in the therapist’s room, 
I was aware of my husband’s voice outside the door. Opening the door to 
see what the problem was, he blurted 'you have to come and get packed.  
We are getting transport in ten minutes to take us to the airport for our 
flight.' 
Flying upstairs, we met some of our group doing the same.  'Mummy' was 
panicking looking for her daughter. Later we found out, Fiona had been 
relaxing on a sun lounger by the pool and 'mummy' did not remember 
where Fiona had told her she would be. 
Setting off in the minibus later, we were all quite elated!  Not so at the 
airport.  Again, the flights were in jeopardy.   
Four hours later, we found ourselves back at the hotel.  The receptionist 
cheerfully told us our rooms were as we had left them. They were exactly 
the same, even down to the crisps and wine we had purchased to enjoy 
that evening! Apparently, the room was ours until the moment we left the 
island. We thought this was a great system. 
We were spending so much time together that we began sharing stories 
with our group. Nigel and I had a long story to share - 
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We had been on a Thomson tour in a coach with forty other 
holidaymakers the previous week. It was described in the brochure as a 
three-quarter day which was unusual, as normally there were full day 
tours or half-day ones. 
There was a guided walk lasting two hours followed by lunch, at a horse-
riding centre.  Francesco, the owner of the centre, was to meet and greet 
us.  We strongly suspected that the owner would be otherwise occupied, 
but we were proved wrong when we arrived. 
It was a beautiful day, almost too hot for walking down at sea level. We 
were up in the hills overlooking the city and it was slightly cooler with a 
light breeze. Our walk took us downhill, the views were superb. Our guide 
told us about all the plants, trees, flowers and birds around us.  It was 
good to get away from the bustle of the city for contrasting countryside. 
The coach struggled up a narrow hill on the way to the horse-riding 
centre.  I commented to my husband that I didn’t think we would make it. 
The drivers are very competent in Madeira. They are so used to narrow 
and steep hills but this was exceptionally steep. At the top of the road, a 
small figure, smiling broadly, directed the driver into the coach park. Yes, 
it was Francesco. He resembled a short Santa Claus minus the red 
costume.  
He gave us an individual welcome in Portuguese 'Bom Dia, com sta? 
(Good morning, how are you?).  I replied 'Bem, obrigada.' (Good/well, 
thank you.) 
Leading us into a lovely restaurant, we trooped in and settled down in 
tables of eight. 
Francesco explained to us he had been a captain of a cruise ship. When 
he retired, he bought the land for a horse-riding centre and one day a 
representative from Thomson tour company asked if he would consider 
providing a meal for holidaymakers. He thought this would be a very good 
idea and would promote his horse-riding centre at the same time. 
Francesco invited us to sample the wine provided. He raised his glass 
and shouted 'tchau chau' (pronounced 'chee chee'), as he toasted each 
item we were about to enjoy.  By the fourth toast, the effects of the strong 
red wine on an empty stomach become evident. My face was becoming 
very red and I reached for some bread. Tantalising smells were wafting 
through from the barbecue area.  
Francesco led the procession of staff in, directing them to each table to 
share out the food.  The tables groaned with huge bowls of salad, garlic 
bread and boiled potatoes with rosemary. 
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The highlight of the meal was 'espetada', large cubes of beef on skewers, 
marinated in wine, herbs and garlic.  The waitresses in traditional 
costumes of red & green skirts and tops and jaunty caps, came bustling in 
with the gigantic skewers. Nigel began to take his share when offered. He 
was invited to take two pieces.  Not being big meat eaters, we were quite 
happy with that portion, as the other items were more than enough for us. 
However, we really enjoyed the tender juicy meat and were more than 
delighted when we were offered seconds, thirds and fourths of the 
'espetada'. 
The freshly dug potatoes were scrumptious, covered in herby butter. Just 
the right amount of olive oil dressing on the salad, which consisted of ripe 
red tomatoes bursting with flavour, crunchy cucumber, spring onion and 
crisp lettuce. The garlic bread was home-made, a hint of garlic did not 
overpower the other flavours. 
It was an amazing feast, the wine was replaced every time Francesco 
saw bottles were empty. He circulated round the tables, ensuring we all 
had enough hot food and enough salad. He wanted to know where we all 
were from, interested in every single one of us. When we talked of 
Scotland, he shared his knowledge of Inverness and Edinburgh which he 
had loved and especially sampling the whisky. 
After succulent sweet bananas for dessert and then coffee, we had a tour 
of the horse-riding centre. 
Francesco took us to the stables to see his four horses. We saw the 
arena for show jumping. Beautiful gardens led on to a high fenced area. 
Inside this area, there were hens, turkeys and one solitary sheep. 
Francesco invited us to pat Obama as he had named the sheep. We 
asked if he had an animal called Donald Trump. He roared with laughter 
and declined to comment! 
All too soon, our visit came to an end.  As we boarded the coach, 
Francesco shook our hands thanking us for coming and hoping we had 
enjoyed our visit and lunch. 
I shook hands, kissed him on both cheeks and quietly said to him 'I have 
had an amazing time today. I will never forget it. My mum died two 
months ago and this has made me smile today and that is thanks to you'.  
He replied 'Thank you my dear, have courage'. 
It was a really good experience and our recently made friends in the hotel 
were quite emotional when I finished our story. 
The next day after breakfast, we were advised that it was more likely that 
our flight home would be possible. After the previous two abortive 
attempts, we were hoping it would be third time lucky. 
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We had travelled with Easyjet to Edinburgh on outward journey. No 
Scottish flights were going because of windy conditions in Scotland, so 
our flight was going to Newcastle instead and provided by Jet 2. 
Transport would be provided at Newcastle to take us up to Edinburgh. Jet 
2 had quickly got together a crew that morning.  
Our group had not had time for lunch at the hotel so we were all fairly 
hungry at the airport. Delighted to receive vouchers for twelve euros 
each, we looked forward to getting some food before boarding the plane.  
There was an urgency about getting through the usual check-ins, security 
and boarding.  Unfortunately, because there had been so many 
passengers requiring food, they had run out of provisions and we could 
only purchase tea/coffee or alcohol! 
Yet more bad news was relayed to us by staff that no catering had been 
loaded onto the aircraft, due to lack of time. There would be a hot drink 
provided plus one Kit Kat biscuit per passenger! 
Our flight finally took off. Our group were not sitting together. We had to 
find each other to share out our own provisions of sandwiches, crisps and 
biscuits.  
Landing in Newcastle, I found two Jet 2 representatives at the carousel. 
While Nigel and the others claimed their luggage, I sought advice from 
the reps. The Jet 2 girls were so helpful, telephoning their base to ask for 
assistance. 
By the time we all had collected our luggage, the girls led the large group 
of three wheelchair users, luggage trolleys and passengers to an area 
where we could have something to eat and drink while waiting on our 
transport to Edinburgh. 
Leaving the terminal building, we could not believe the sight of three 
Indians standing proudly next to their taxis. We had all assumed a coach 
or large minibus would be our form of transport. The Jet 2 girls instructed 
all drivers to work out how the luggage would be best divided. This 
proved to be quite an exercise. Our driver had some luggage belonging to 
another couple who were in the following taxi. Jenny and her husband 
Billy shared our taxi. They were both elderly and had limited mobility. 
The journey was very stressful because of the bad weather conditions, 
driving rain and strong winds. Added to this was the fact that the young 
driver did not seem to be familiar with the controls of his taxi. He adjusted 
the steering wheel several times while driving on the motorway. When he 
went to pick up his mobile, I grabbed it out of his hand and placed it out 
with his reach. He must have learnt to drive in a desert area, as several 
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times he appeared to prefer driving on the other side of a minor road.  
Thankfully because it was late at night, the road was quiet. 
Three hours later on arrival at Edinburgh airport, Jenny piped up 'I am 
desperate for the toilet, do you think there is one nearby?'  By some 
strange bit of luck, or divine intervention, there happened to be a 
wheelchair at the location where the taxi had stopped. I threw on my 
jacket, put my hood up, helped her into the wheelchair and covered her 
head with her jacket as it was still raining heavily. I set off in the direction 
of the terminal at high speed.  It was a lightweight wheelchair so we sped 
along as I quickly focused on directions to the toilet.  
Meanwhile, Billy had gone off in the opposite direction for the gents. He 
also had no knowledge of where the gents might be located. I suspected 
it would the nearest dark spot that would provide relief. 
My husband sped after him, shouting behind to anyone who might hear to 
watch our luggage.  Thankfully, George and David spotted our 
predicament. They waited with the luggage while we got Billy and Jenny 
back together again. Each was worried about the other one and did they 
get to the toilet on time! Oh, the joys! 
Everyone said fond farewells, the elderly ones very emotional and 
thankful for our help throughout the last forty-eight hours. I also felt quite 
sad to leave them. We had met so many interesting people, our group 
was disbanding.  
Looking back, I had a lump in my throat when I saw George and David 
manoeuvring Jenny and David in wheelchairs towards the taxi rank. 
Jenny turned around and blew a kiss to me. I smiled and waved back and 
shouted over the howling wind to take care of themselves. It was the end 
of our group’s journey together. 
A courtesy bus took Nigel and myself to collect our car from the car park 
and we now had time to reflect on all the problems we had encountered 
and dealt with. During our journey home, we slowly began to wind down. 
We talked of hotel and airport staff who had all been so professional, 
helpful and kind. In fact, when we were about to board the flight, we were 
thanked for our patience.  
We will return to Madeira as we always do.  It is in the lap of the gods 
how the weather will dominate the flights on our next holiday there. 
 
Jean Penman (Arnott) 
PS I could not cut a long story short!! 
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Stephen Kerr MP pledges support to 
NFU’s Rural Crime Reporting Line 

  

Stephen Kerr MP has pledged his support to the “Rural Crime Reporting 
Line”, a new service for farmers and the public to give information 
anonymously about rural crime.   
Launched by the National Farmers’ Union in partnership with the charity 
Crimestoppers, farmers, rural businesses and the public can ring 0800 
783 0137 or visit www.ruralcrimereportingline.uk to anonymously give 
information about crime relating to: 

 large-scale, industrial fly-tipping 

 hare coursing 

 machinery theft; or 

 livestock theft 
Rural crime is a serious issue for farmers, rural businesses and those 
who live in the countryside, and it can have significant impacts on a farm 
or another rural business.  
Stephen Kerr MP said: “Rural crime can have devastating impacts and I 
recognise that is a very important issue for many of my constituents in 
Stirling. I fully support this new initiative by the NFU and commend them 
for their ongoing work to tackling these serious issues.  
“I am committed to working with the NFU in our efforts to tackle rural 
crime and begin to rid this blight on our countryside.” 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ruralcrimereportingline.uk/
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If you know someone who would be interested in advertising in the Blair Drummond 
Grapevine, our rates are listed below - 

¼  page     £10 
½  page     £15 
Full page   £20 

Do you have any photos, ads, articles or letters you would like to contribute, if so please 
email them to: 

christinemcbauer@gmail.com 
or 

grasslands@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Items for Edition 30 should be submitted by 31st October 2018, sent by email, in Word 

or Open Office, and as a separate attachment. 
 

If you wish your copy to be sent via email please get in touch, with your email address 
and we will add you to our ever-developing mailing list. 

Thank you 
 

 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018 
Reflecting the change in legislation, the Blair Drummond Community Hall Committee Grapevine 
newsletter editorial team wish to highlight the following to its readers – 
The information we hold, regarding email addresses, is held in a secure setting and not shared 
with other organisations, companies or individuals. The information is used to send out copies of 
the Grapevine to our readers electronically. 
 
 
The Blair Drummond Grapevine is a community newsletter produced and distributed by 
volunteers, free of charge, to approximately 400 households within the Blair Drummond area and 
beyond. Letters and articles published in the newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views, 
beliefs or opinions of the Grapevine Editorial Team, who also reserve the right to shorten, edit or 
refuse the insertion of any contribution.  
Contributions will only be published if accompanied by a valid contact name and address: these 
will be withheld at the author's request.  Articles and adverts are accepted and printed in good 
faith.  All contributions should permit publication in both print and digital format. 
 
The Blair Drummond Grapevine is published by the Blair Drummond Community Hall Committee. 
 

Website:  www.blairdrummondhall.co.uk 
 

  Facebook:  Blair Drummond Community Hall   

 
 

Glass & clothing recycling 
 

If using the recycling bins at the hall and you find they are full, please take 
your glass/clothes away with you to recycle elsewhere. Thank you 
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